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Do you ever just want to vent about the latest airport check in line or long layovers?  Darren Cronian feels your pain.  As
editor of the Travel Rants blog, he has experienced almost every travel problem you can possibly imagine and in frustration
he finally decided to take action.  So, he started writing the highly popular Travel Rants blog.  Viscape, always on the look
-out for great advice on trip planning, grabbed this connoisseur of travel and asked him a few questions of our own.

What is your favorite vacation spot?

I would go for Queensland in Australia, beautiful white sands, great for snorkeling in the Great Barrier Reef, and hiking in
the Cape Tribulation National Park. Another favorite is the Eastern European city of Prague.

So, you just recorded your first video blog post.  How did it feel to be in front of a camera and not anonymous
behind a written blog?
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Ah, yes, the infamous video blog post, it was fun, completely unscripted, and I highlighted ten of my favorite travel blogs.

The recording was difficult because I was conscious of my English accent, and the wobbly camera. It is good to experiment

with different forms of media when promoting a travel blog and it was fun to interact with readers in a new format. It

seemed to go down well with the majority of viewers, and it was live.

Describe your worst travel experience.  What happened, and would you or have you gone back to that

destination?

I haven’t had a bad travel experience other than short flight delays, so I should count myself lucky considering I have heard

some nightmare vacation experiences.  Passengers being stranded abroad because they missed their flight, holidaymakers

having to pay out thousands of pounds in medical bills because they had not taken out travel insurance, the list is endless.

With all the problems with airplanes, people being short on cash and gas prices still higher than they have been

in the past, where do you see the future of the travel industry going?  Do you think that people are moving more
towards localized (within their own state or geographic area) travel?

Consumers in the US have a huge country to explore and travel across, so the need for heading abroad is probably less

inviting considering the economical crisis, whereas, vacations in the UK are quite expensive compared with vacations in

Europe.  I think we will see an increase in consumers booking vacations closer to home, but I cannot see this having an

impact on the numbers of people travelling abroad.  It’s all doom and gloom at the moment and whilst vacations are

probably one of the items that many could cut out, most of us need a vacation. I know I do.

If you were going to be on an extremely long flight, who would want sitting next to you?

Great question, it would have to be either Richard Branson or Michael Palin, both for different reasons. Richard Branson to

pick his entrepreneurial mind and hear all about this expeditions and travels. Michael Palin to hear first hand all about his

travels around the world. I’m reading his book Sahara at the moment, which I cannot put down.

If you could have any single superhero power, which would it be and why?

Oh, another great question, easy, to fly. No more air passenger duty (a tax we have to pay here in the UK for flights), no

more flight delays, or extra charges for luggage and in-flight meals. Have you seen the film Jumper? It’s about a man who

can teleport himself anywhere in the world, I would like that superhero power too, please.

Any final thoughts or travel tips for us?

Tips; umm so many, 1) visit travel rants if you want to get something off your chest, leave a comment, or email me, I love

receiving emails from readers 2) using your credit card abroad? Make sure your credit card provider knows you are going

to be using it abroad. I am hearing more stories of travelers being stranded abroad with no money 3) shop around when

searching for a vacation, don’t feel pressurized booking the first vacation deal you find.

ABOUT DARREN CRONIAN: Darren’s blog, Travel Rants, won best travel consumer blog in the Travolution

Awards 2008.  He started the Travel Rants blog in 2005 after visiting a travel agency. He arrived home, annoyed,

and just wanted to rant.  Since then, he has learned a lot about the travel industry.  Cronian has been quoted in a

number of national newspapers and interviewed on BBC Radio.
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A day at the office for Darren!

Know of any interesting people and/or blogs that have something interesting and helpful to say?  Comment

below, we want to hear from you!
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 10 Recent posts 

annak
December 17th, 2011

Give yourself a Holiday Gift! Vacation in Naples!

You can afford a beach or golf resort in Naples in December or January! Look for best available deals.

Error: Unable to create directory /var/www/vhosts/viscape.com/subdomains/blog/httpdocs/wp-

content/uploads/2012/07. Is its parent directory writable by the server?

Caroline Allison
March 30th, 2010

Ever tickle a loris monkey? Watch the video….or go see a real loris in the monkey forest….via a Bali
vacation rental

What the heck is a slow loris, you ask?  After you see this video a [...]

Error: Unable to create directory /var/www/vhosts/viscape.com/subdomains/blog/httpdocs/wp-

content/uploads/2012/07. Is its parent directory writable by the server?

Caroline Allison
March 25th, 2010

Top 10 movies in 2010 that are reeling in the vacationers! (Part 2)

Did you know that roughly 20% of travelers have been inspired to travel to a [...]

Error: Unable to create directory /var/www/vhosts/viscape.com/subdomains/blog/httpdocs/wp-
content/uploads/2012/07. Is its parent directory writable by the server?

Caroline Allison
March 23rd, 2010

Want to visit a movie set? Check out the Top 10 movies in 2010 that are reeling in the vacationers!

With the movie awards season well underway, roughly 20% of travelers have been inspired to [...]

Error: Unable to create directory /var/www/vhosts/viscape.com/subdomains/blog/httpdocs/wp-

content/uploads/2012/07. Is its parent directory writable by the server?

Caroline Allison
March 13th, 2010

Best Beaches: Top 10 Beaches in the Caribbean

Think Caribbean.   And what comes to mind?  Turquoise waters.  White sandy beaches.  Salty air.  [...]

Error: Unable to create directory /var/www/vhosts/viscape.com/subdomains/blog/httpdocs/wp-

content/uploads/2012/07. Is its parent directory writable by the server?

Caroline Allison
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Entertainer Wayne Newton losing home to foreclosure; may need a back up plan: a Las Vegas vacation
rental

The “king of Las Vegas” Wayne Newton may not not be the king of his [...]
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content/uploads/2012/07. Is its parent directory writable by the server?

Caroline Allison
February 24th, 2010

Vancouver Olympics 2010 roundup: Top 20 gold medal winners so far

Were you wanting to go to the Winter Olympics but couldn’t find affordable accommodations in [...]

Error: Unable to create directory /var/www/vhosts/viscape.com/subdomains/blog/httpdocs/wp-

content/uploads/2012/07. Is its parent directory writable by the server?

Caroline Allison
January 30th, 2010

House cat fights 300 pound bear! See who wins. Now, why bring you pet on vacation?

Seeing is believing.  And that’s why when we saw this video about a cat warding [...]

Error: Unable to create directory /var/www/vhosts/viscape.com/subdomains/blog/httpdocs/wp-
content/uploads/2012/07. Is its parent directory writable by the server?

Caroline Allison
January 29th, 2010

Who is little Miss Sundance? And its not who you think…..

The Sundance Film Festival is abuzz with “The Runaways,” starring new breakout star Kristen Stewart, [...]

Error: Unable to create directory /var/www/vhosts/viscape.com/subdomains/blog/httpdocs/wp-
content/uploads/2012/07. Is its parent directory writable by the server?

Caroline Allison
January 24th, 2010

Poll: Would you pay to watch Sundance flicks on YouTube?

Its Day 2 of the 2010 Sundance Film Festival.  If for some reason, you weren’t [...]
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Error: Unable to create directory /var/www/vhosts/viscape.com/subdomains/blog/httpdocs/wp-
content/uploads/2012/07. Is its parent directory writable by the server?viscape: Hi Brooke, I'm looking forward to

seeing the movie! Have you been to Morocco? ...

Brooke Tyler: Take the Morocco Sex and the City tour! Call Heritage Tours private travel in ...

Error: Unable to create directory /var/www/vhosts/viscape.com/subdomains/blog/httpdocs/wp-
content/uploads/2012/07. Is its parent directory writable by the server?viscape: Hi Liz,Thanks for your comment. I
love that movie "Forgetting Sarah Marshall"! Did ...

Liz: I am one of those travelers that likes to know the movies filmed in their ...
Error: Unable to create directory /var/www/vhosts/viscape.com/subdomains/blog/httpdocs/wp-

content/uploads/2012/07. Is its parent directory writable by the server?viscape: Hi Andrea,Thanks for your reply.
How do you like Myrtle Beach and what are ...

Cheap Myrtle Beach: If I'd have a vacation in Myrtle Beach, I wouldn't choose to go to the ...

norievoy: Thanks! My family and I are from Montreal originally - we all left Canada about ...

Error: Unable to create directory /var/www/vhosts/viscape.com/subdomains/blog/httpdocs/wp-
content/uploads/2012/07. Is its parent directory writable by the server?viscape: Cap Juluca was very nice. Had a to-
die-for pasta dish when I was there. ...
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Reggie: I don't have a favorite because they are all so different. I tend to hang ...

Error: Unable to create directory /var/www/vhosts/viscape.com/subdomains/blog/httpdocs/wp-
content/uploads/2012/07. Is its parent directory writable by the server?viscape: Hi Nori, That's some awesome info
about Anguilla Beaches. Are you down there ...
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